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Program Notes: 

Celestial Bodies in Motion (2024) is a spatial composition using dyads of higher 
tone instruments and percussion. The musicians both move through and communicate 

across the performance space, drawing the audience’s attention to their physical space 

and the celestial space. The piece also explores the idea of space in sound, basing some 
of the themes on the unpredictable sounds of the bowed suspended cymbal. Inspiration 

came from the spatial compositions of Henry Brant and the French spectralist composers. 

 
The piece begins with the sounds of the bowed suspended cymbal and the 

instrumentalists’ response. Using a rhythm in a 7/8 meter, the piece gains momentum until 

it is propelled into a swift and aggressive section powered by a cyclical bongo pattern. The 
piece concludes with a return of the initial polyrhythmic motives before calming to 

repeating patterns circling the audience, mimicking both the large scale and grace of the 

patterns of celestial bodies. 

 
Performance notes: 

 The saxophones and the brass begin the piece at opposite sides of the back of the 

hall. At measure 17, these instruments move to join the ensemble on stage. At measure 
105 (just after the tempo change), the instruments begin to circle the audience. The 

instruments stay in pairs: two flutes, oboe and clarinet, two saxophones, two brass and 

two percussionists. The conductor marks the beginning of each measure. At measure 
109,  the speed of movement changes and the instrumentalists separate from their pairs. 

The final measure is a variable slow trill (the grace note indicates the target of the trill). 
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      
       
        




  
     

soft malletsus. cymb

  
  


       


       


  


       

 = 160











open







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
















Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

34     
    
   
     


     

34 
    

34 
       



       
       
       
       


       


       


       

       
       
       
     


     


       


       

  
  


       


       


  


       































12 Celestial Bodies in Movement




















Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

38 



     


     
38 


38 

       

  


  
  
       
       
  




       





straight mute



    


    
    
     
     
   
    


       

       


       
       
       
       
       
       


       






























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
















Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

42 


       
       
     
     

42        
       

42 
       

       
       
  
  
       
       

  
  


       

     
     









       

  
  


       




 
 


       




open






















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
















Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

46     
    




   
     

46   
  

46 
       






       
       


       
       
       





       

       
       


     
       
     





       

  
  


       
  
       





       





















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
















Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

50 



     


     
50 


50 

       

straight mute


       


       


       
  
  


       











     
   
     


     
    
    


       




       
       
       




       
       


       




















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



























Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

54 


       



     
54        

       
54 

       






  
              
       

  
  


       








     






       

sub. 







  


    





sub. 















 
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






































Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

58 





      
58 


58 

      








      
      





      



sus. cymb stick plastic tip





      
      
      




   
      










     
     
     








cup mute







     
     
     



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
















Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2








63
   
   
  
  
  
  

63 


63 
  








bass drum







    
    
    
     
 

snare drum, snare off












   
   
   
     
 




   
   
   
   
   
   
     
 








    
    
    




     
 




    
    
    
   
   
   
   
   
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



























Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2





69 





   
69    

   
69    

 







   
   
   
   
 










     
 








 


    





solo










    










 


   
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
















Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

75    






75 


75     
 





  








    
 

  








    
 

   
   








    
 



  
  








    
 

  
  








    
 

 

  

 



   

  
  

 





 
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
















Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

81     
    






81 


81     
 

     
     








    
 

 
 
    
    






    
 




    
    
    
    






    
 

  
  
    
    






    
 




    
    






    
 




 





   





     
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



























Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

87 


    
    




87 


87     
 




   
   





   
 







   
   





   
 





  
  

















   
   
    
    








open






   
   
    
    









  
  
     
     




   
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





















































Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

94 


    
    




94       
      

94 





    
    
      
      










      
      










   


 
3








 







x 4



 
3







 


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























































Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

99    
    
 

3


      


99 


99 

 









x 3



 
3


      





 





   
    
 

3


      


   

3
         
3 3

 














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























































Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2




102 x 5



 
3


      

102     
     

3

102       
3 3

 







     
     
  

3

   
3

      


   
3

     
3 3

     3 3















x 4     
     
      3

      3

  
     
    
      

3

         
3 3

     3 3



      
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





























Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2







105 






105 


105 
   3

Tempo Rubato 

   

( =  ca. 60)   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   

Circle Audience

bowed crash cymb



bowed crash cymb

 










1




  
    
  
  
   
   
      

3      3

 
  











 














2




















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























































Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2













108

x 5  
  
  
  
   
    

108    
     

108    
  














3



 
omit note
last x




 



         
        

4



irregular finger or bow strikes

irregular finger or bow strikes











Cont. Circling
Straight tone, slowly introduce wide vib.
Slowly decresc.

x 10


 





       
          

5










 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 















bowed crash cymb

bowed crash cymb

Stop Circling,
V. Slow Trill






































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